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3rd Grade ELP
We �nished our light unit
before winter break. We are
beginning Flip, Fold, Pull and
POP!: The Art and Science of
Paper Engineering. It has
been developed for ELP
students in grades 3-5. While
paper engineering can
encompass a very broad
study, the emphasis here is
on the design and
construction of pop-ups. The
unit integrates mathematics,
science and the arts, and
also provides room to
explore the historical
development and use of
pop-ups in our culture. The
unit is developed to support
the competencies and habits
of mind compatible with
NAGC Programming
Standards and Iowa Core’s

4th Grade ELP
Students are �nishing the
architecture unit by creating
3-D buildings using
SketchUp or
Tinkercadprogramming.
Following this unit, students
will begin stop-motion
animation. It is an incredible
mechanism that allows
students to develop
essential 21st-century skills.
Students will be immersed
throughout the project in
creativity, teamwork,
collaboration, critical
thinking, problem-solving,
and technology learning.
Throughout the project,
students are challenged to
work together, share ideas
from different perspectives,
revise original content, and
ultimately, choose strategies

5th Grade ELP
Students �nished the
Engineering with Nature unit
prior to winter break. They
are, now, working on a
forensics/crime-solving unit-
Mystery Investigations. This
unit will have students
investigating, exploring, and
conducting forensic science
experiments. The students
will hone their sleuthing
skills through reading
mysteries and detecting
hard evidence vs. red
herrings before
encountering the make-
believe crime scene. They
must rely on their
observation and note-taking
skills for future reference.
Students will be engaged in
ten crime scene labs that
will help them solve the

Curiosity - The Force Behind Our Learning
"If you suspect that curious kids fare better in careers and life, you're right, and for a variety of
reasons. Research suggests that intellectual curiosity has as big of an effect on performance as hard
work. When put together, curiosity and hard work account for success just as much as intelligence.
Another study found that people who were curious about a topic retained what they learned for longer
periods of time. And even more impressive, research has linked curiosity to a wide range of important
adaptive behaviors, including tolerance of anxiety and uncertainty, positive emotions, humor,
playfulness, out-of-box thinking, and a noncritical attitude -- all attributes associated with healthy
social outcomes." If this sounds interesting, read more in this article on Edutopia.org -
"Curiosity - The Force Within a Hungry Mind" by Marilyn Price-Mitchell, PhD.
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Universal Constructs
deemed necessary for 21st-
century success.

and methods to succinctly
create and share their
creative ideas. Students will
experience many practical
problems and issues that
must be addressed in order
to create their vision. Shaky
cameras, lighting issues,
camera angles, and a host
of unexpected problems
naturally arise during the
stop-motion process.

mystery. Piecing together
the data the students are to
write a mystery from a
detective, suspect, or
newspaper reporter’s point-
of-view.

6th Grade ELP
Students continue to
develop virtual cities using
Simcity. In addition, they are
writing an essay or creating
a Google Slides presentation
documenting the
development of their city.
The �nal project, beginning
soon, is to create a
collaborative model city
(using recyclable materials
and 3-D futuristic building
creations). Students will be
engaged in creativity,
collaboration, critical
thinking, problem-solving,
technology, and presentation
skills.

3rd & 4th Grade Book
Club - Reading
Enrichment
We are beginning Chasing
Vermeer by Blue Balliett.
When a book of
unexplainable occurrences
brings Petra Andalee and
Calder Pillay together,

5th & 6th Grade Book
Club - Reading
Enrichment
We are beginning Listen! by
Stephanie Tolan. Learning to
walk again is the easy part. 
 
For twelve-year-old Charley,
recovering from the accident

Writing Enrichment
Club
The beginning of the year
centered around mini-
lessons of different genres
of writing. During the next
few lessons, we will be
focusing on developing
characters, setting, and plot
in our writing.
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strange things start to
happen: seemingly unrelated
events connect, an eccentric
old woman seeks their
company, and an invaluable
Vermeer painting
disappears. Before they
know it, the two �nd
themselves at the center of
an international art scandal,
where no one — neighbors,
parents, teachers — is
spared from suspicion. As
Petra and Calder are drawn
clue by clue into a
mysterious labyrinth, they
must draw on their powers
of intuition, their problem-
solving skills, and their
knowledge of Vermeer. Can
they decipher a crime that
has left even the FBI ba�ed?

that shattered her leg is
nowhere near as di�cult as
facing the solitude of a
summer without her best
friend and with a father who
does nothing, now, but work.
Solitude means time to
think, time to hear for the
�rst time the awful silence
left in her world two years
ago by her mother's death. 
 
But the summer holds a
surprise for Charley, in the
form of a mysterious dog
who appears in the woods
across the lake from her
home. In order to connect
with this wild spirit she
names Coyote, Charley will
have to do more than just
walk. She will have to follow
Coyote into the heart of her
memories: the woods her
mother loved so much. And
she will have to learn to
listen past the silence. 
 
This unsentimental,
unforgettable story comes
straight from the heart of
Newbery Honor author
Stephanie S. Tolan. As she
describes Charley's di�cult
emotional and physical
journey, she weaves
together themes of nature,
family, and love into a
complex and powerful
portrait of recovery.

Technology
Enrichment Clubs
Students have been
designing 3-D structures
using Tinkercad. We will
move on to coding in our
next lessons.

3rd - 6th Math
Enrichment
High ability learners in math,
grades 3 - 6, meet once a
week to build their problem-
solving skills. Currently, we
are using Edward Zaccaro's
Challenge Math texts. 3rd &
4th grade are focusing on
problem-solving strategies;
5th grade is learning
algebraic strategies; and, 6th
grade is working with
decimals and fractions.

Kindergarten
Visual/Spatial
Enrichment
I visited the kindergarten
classrooms in December
and conducted a
visual/spatial lesson.
Students were scored using
a rubric based on the
completion of the activity
and teacher information.
Typically, 5-7% of the grade
level (at each school)
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participate in this
enrichment.
This begins January 14th
and ends March 15th.
Visual/Spatial Creativity is
the focus of their
enrichment lessons.
Students will be involved in
lessons that align with
Bloom's Taxonomy of higher
level thinking skills. Creative
thinking concepts such as
�uency, �exibility, originality,
and elaboration are taught
to aid students in
responding to challenges.
Visual/spatial concepts will
incorporate mentally
manipulating shapes and
seeking patterns. The
lessons, also, include many
hands-on tasks that
reinforce the concepts
above.

1st & 2nd Grade Math
Enrichment
I visited the 1st and 2nd
grade classrooms in
December and conducted a
math lesson. Students were
scored using a rubric based
on the completion of the
word problem activity and
teacher information.
Typically, 5-7% of the grade
level (at each school)
participate in this
enrichment.
This, too, begins January
14th and ends March 15th.
Math enrichment is the
focus of this session.
Students will develop skills
associated with:
* creating and identifying
patterns
* interpreting pictographs,
tables, and graphs
* matching mathematical
relationships presented in
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words with numeric
equations
* balancing equations
* basic algebraic equations
among many others.
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